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Dear Families of the John S. Charlton and Kent Elementary ILC, 

Welcome back to an exciting new year!  Changes are certainly underway at our schools.  First, we have 

adopted a new title as the Caesar Rodney School District Countywide Programs in order to officially recognize 

the merging of the two schools under one umbrella.  Communication will come home to you under this title; 

however, this does not impact the day to day operation of the excellent programming that we will continue to 

provide for your child.  Additionally, as we bid a fond farewell to Mr. Todd Simpson, I have been appointed as 

the Principal overseeing these two amazing programs.  I am honored to continue to serve you and your 

children in the capacity of an administrator of the program.  For those of you that are not familiar with me, 

allow me to introduce myself.   

I have served as an Assistant Principal for the high school and post high school aged students in the Charlton 

School for the past two years and have worked in the field of education for more than 25 years.  I began my 

career in education as a paraprofessional and teacher in Oklahoma and later in Germany before moving to my 

forever home of Delaware 15 years ago.  When I arrived in Delaware I built an autism program in the Capital 

School District and worked as an Itinerant Teacher, Educational Diagnostician and finally Assistant Principal 

before evolving to become a Caesar Rodney Rider!   

We have some stellar new things happening at the CR Special Programs this year in addition to supporting the 

strides that have made over the past few years.  We continue to expand our repertoire of evidence-based best 

practices through collaboration with Devereux at both JSC and KEILC.  We are constantly challenging ourselves 

to stay on the cutting edge of specialized programming in order to provide your children the absolute best 

services and supports.  The focus of each and every educator is to equip the students with all of the skills 

necessary to exit school prepared to function independently and successfully in the professional and personal 

path of their choice.   

One of the most promising outcomes that we have recently established is the Project SEARCH classroom at the 

Delaware Department of Transportation.  In its very first year we have 12 aspiring student interns that will be 

supported in a fully inclusive work environment throughout the year with the support of an instructor and 

skills trainers.  By graduation each of these young adults will be entering the world of work with the goal of 

full-time competitive employment.  The future for students at the CR Special Programs is truly very bright! 

Your partnership as families is extremely important to us.  We have activities planned each month this school 

year in the form of Family Fun Nights, Parent Forums and more!  We invite you to join us on this wonderful 



journey that we are calling our “Road Trip.”  Information will be coming soon about the Parent Passport 

Program that provides ‘Stamps’ in your passport for every event that you attend.  At the end of the year, there 

will be prizes offered in exchange for the stamps.  These prizes are presented to you by the supportive 

community partnerships that we have throughout Kent County. 

We will be communicating with you through many avenues:  mailings, notes home, Global Connect phone calls 

and email.  Please let your child’s teacher know what method works best for you so that you don’t miss any of 

the opportunities we have planned for you and your child. 

You can probably see why I am so excited for this school year.  The initiatives that I have discussed are just a 

sampling of the amazing things on our itinerary.  I am privileged to have you and the dedicated staff by my 

side on this journey as we lead your child to realizing their fullest potential.   It’s going to be a great year!   

Go Riders!  #WeAreCR 
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Principal 
Caesar Rodney Countywide Programs 
 

Follow us on Social Media! 
 

Facebook.com/jscriders 
Instagram.com/jscriders 

Twitter.com/jscriders 
 


